
Dear Parents & Carers, 

Our first full week back in school of this academic year and it is lovely to see a return to some semblance of 
normality! We have had the uplifting joys of singing assembly, before school clubs, after school clubs, Y5 
swimming lessons and lunchtimes playing with wider groups of friends and children enjoying lots of new 
learning. 

A huge, warm welcome to our new Reception children and their families who joined us this week. It has been 
lovely to see the children so settled and happy already and enjoying getting to know their classroom, teachers 
and the school environment. 

Thank you all for working with us to ensure a smooth, prompt beginning of the day and for getting your children 
into school before 8:55am. The end of day collection time is also much improved now that we have spaced out 
the classes more. It remains important we stay vigilant and work together to keep our school operating and to 
keep COVID out and I thank those who are helping with this. 

A few notices / reminders for the week ahead: 

Hot Chocolate Friday: 

I had the pleasure of having my first “Hot Chocolate Friday” with the children chosen (1 from each class) who 
have shown our term’s focus value of EXCELLENCE all week. It was a delightful time spent learning more about 
the children and their week in school.  

This is something I will do every Friday afternoon. 

Communication with parents / carers 

I am aware there is a large volume of information which is sent home via various electronic and paper forms. 
We are working towards becoming a paperless school and streamlining our communication channels so it is 
easier for you to keep track of everything. 

Please be patient whilst we ensure everything is working and we collate all of the information which will be 
shared via ParentMail and on our school website. This newsletter will be sent weekly on a Friday along with any 
relevant attachments. 

The school Twitter feed (@EarlsBartonPri) and Facebook page remain places where we will share and celebrate 
key whole school highlights and GDPR-compliant photos. Please do follow us on social media and help to share 
the wonderful work we do here! Please note, staff will not reply to messages on these forums and all emails 
should go to the office.   

Helping others 

I received a lovely letter from Maisie in Year 5 asking if the school could organise a collection to help those 
affected by the crisis in Afghanistan. We are seeing if there are any local charities who are collecting items and 
will provide further information soon. 

Return of Little Amal sponsorship money:  

Before the summer holidays our children took part in a sponsored walk to raise money for and awareness of the 
refugee crisis. If you have any more money to send in, please do so next week and we will hope to share the 
total raised next Friday. Thank you. 

COVID-update 

We do have a couple of confirmed (PCR test) cases of Covid-19 in school at present. As per the updated 
government guidance, we are not closing the affected classes / year groups. It remains vital that children practise 
good hygiene measures and regular hand-washing. We would also remind parents to keep your children at home 
if they have any of the main three Covid symptoms (high temperature; new, continuous cough; loss of smell / 
taste) and to book a PCR test and to stay at home pending the result. Work will be provided via Microsoft Teams 
for children who are isolating. 

 

PE lessons 



We have a range of sports and activities on offer this term: 

• Swimming resumes next week for Y4 and continues for Y5 

• An external cricket coach is working with Y5 & Y6 

• A national gymnastics coach is working with Y2 

Clubs 

We are collating a list of our clubs available to children this term and will be sending details and electronic sign-
up sheets via Microsoft Forms. Please look out for this and complete the relevant form for the club(s) your child 
wishes to attend this term. 

On offer will be a range of sport, gardening and music clubs for the children to enjoy. 

Change to coming into /leaving school for Crocus class 

As of Monday, Crocus class will use a different door to enter and leave school each day. This is to reduce the 
number of parents waiting in the Early Years outdoor area which is getting too crowded. Crocus class only should 
now walk up the pathway from Broad street with all other families using the vehicle driveway where the orange 
barriers are placed - this will ensure no vehicles enter via this route. 

Parking 

We know the parking situation in the village and outside the school is far from ideal, however we politely request 
that everyone parks safely and with consideration to the hundreds of children who enter our gates every day.  

Staff are not parking wardens nor police officers and I would hope everyone can put the safety of children as a 
priority. If we continue to have persistent offenders breaking the law, we will ask the PCSO or police to attend 
and issue fines in the hope this will act as a deterrent. 

Reminders from the Highway Code Rule 238: 

You MUST NOT wait or park on yellow lines during the times of operation shown on nearby time plates. – 
outside of our school this is from 8.30am to 5pm. 

Double yellow lines indicate a prohibition of waiting at any time even if there are no upright signs. You MUST 
NOT wait or park, or stop to set down and pick up passengers, on school entrance markings when upright signs 
indicate a prohibition of stopping. 

Single yellow lines mean no waiting during the time specified on a nearby sign – outside of our school this is 
from 8.30am to 5pm. 

Drinks:  

Now that Covid restrictions are allowing children to eat their lunches in the hall, please ensure you send a 
separate drink for your child to have with their lunch. Water bottles are generally kept in the classrooms at 
lunchtime. 

Please remember to name bottles of water and juice /squash for lunches. There are classes where several 
children have the same bottles, so it is easy for them to get muddled, which is obviously not ideal! The external 
water fountains can be used to refill water bottles only (we are not allowing children to drink directly from 
them at present). 

Lost property: 

Despite it being early in the term, we already have a large quantity of lost property. If items are named, they 
are returned to pupils, otherwise they are kept in a basket outside the school office. Please feel free to come 
and check the basket if your child has lost items of uniform and other clothing. At the office, we also have 
some keys, glasses and jewellery. Please visit the school office if you think they are yours. 



Please find attached the following: 

• Accelerated Reader Letter 

• All Star Sports Club Flyer 

• Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts, Saturday Centre Information 

• Pacesetter Taster Flyer 

• Term dates for this year 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Yours faithfully, 

Miss M.Lally 

Headteacher  



 



 



 

 



 

 



 


